
 

 

CORONAVIRUS / COVID-19 

UPDATE 

TUESDAY 17TH MARCH 2020 

Dear Casino Christian School Community 

On Sunday afternoon, 15 March 2020, twenty independent school principals joined in a conversation with: 

• Hon. Sarah Mitchell (Minister for Education in NSW) 

• Hon. Brad Hazzard (Minister for Health in NSW) 

• Dr Kerrie Chant (Chief Health Officer of NSW) 

• Mr Mark Scott (Secretary of NSW Department of Education) 

• Mr Geoff Newcombe (CEO Association of Independent Schools) 

The purpose of the discussion was to consider the best public health advice for independent schools in light of 

the Coronavirus. 

Key Message 
The advice given to the National Cabinet is that the best option for schools at the present time is to remain 

open. 

Rationale 
NSW undertakes a significant amount of health testing, at much greater levels than most overseas nations. 

Singapore did not close schools and have achieved good outcomes to date. 

NSW government testing indicates: 

• The majority of cases are linked to people returning to Australia from overseas 

• Where there have been clusters of ill individuals caused by local transmission (e.g., Epping in the Sydney 

area), the current approach of NSW Health has successfully limited the spread of the virus 

• This virus does not cause severe disease in healthy children 

• School outbreaks do not appear to be common or significant 

• If children are allowed to stay home it may lead to a greater spread of the virus, and it is more likely to 

lead to more older Australians becoming unwell 



 

 

In summary, at this time school closures lead to greater health risks than keeping schools open. 

School closures also result in a 15% increase of adults staying at home, putting greater pressure on a strained 

society 

This advice may change in the future if new information comes to light. It is based on the best current data. 

Physical Distancing, Excursions, Sport and Assemblies 
• The School will be informing our students how to practice ‘Physical distancing’. 

o The school will continue to allow students to socialise with peers with whom they usually 

socialise. 

o Facilitate regular handwashing 

o Communicate cough etiquette 

• The School will no longer continue to hold assemblies for the remainder of Term 1. It is envisaged that 

this will continue for Term 2. 

• All sports excursions, which involve representation at carnivals hosted by the Christian School Sports 

Association or Combined Independent Schools, have been cancelled for the remainder of term 1. 

• The School has investigated additional sterilising facilities. As a result, all desks will be wiped down at the 

end of each day. Hand sanitiser cannot be sourced as it is being reserved for places with pre-existing 

orders such as preschools. 

• All excursions which were currently planned for Term 1 have been cancelled. This includes swimming 

lessons on Mondays. 

• As of today, the Year 7 Information evening on Thursday 19th March is going ahead. This may change 

closer to the time based on future advice. 

• The school has no students infected with CoronavirusCovid19. 

Short-term Online Learning 
The School Executive will meet tomorrow afternoon to develop an action plan for the delivery of content for 

High School students in the event of an enforced school closure such as a government enforced quarantine. 

In Key Learning Areas, teachers are preparing to have lessons available and ready for learning to occur should 

the school be required in the future to be closed for three or more days. This will involve posting work for 

students, providing feedback and a mechanism by which students can ask questions of their teachers online. 

This week, similar preparations are occurring with Primary School teachers. The emphasis will be on but not 

limited to the Key Learning Areas of Numeracy and Literacy. 

Other Messages 
• Short-term school closures may occur if a student contracts the virus. 



 

 

• The Department of Health will usually close the school for a short period, sanitise the whole school, 

and reopen the school 24-48 hours later. 

• The Department will check on all recent contacts of the infected person has had. 

• If there are staff or students in the school who may be ‘immuno-compromised’ (have existing health 

conditions that place them at greater risk) the school should work with these individuals to develop 

safety plans. 

• It is expected that the virus will peak in its impact in term 2. 

• It is expected that the virus will impact our society in a significant way for 20-24 weeks, with early to 

mid-winter being the peak. 

• It is possible that this advice will change as the peak approaches. Schools may close when the virus 

approaches its peak. 

• If parents decide to keep their children at home, they need to be aware that this may be for a very long 

period and will be of a greater detriment to the child than staying at school. 

As a result of this advice Casino Christian School will continue to operate. We will also make the adjustments 

recommended by the experts as part of our ongoing response to the impact of the Coronavirus in the broader 

community and how it may affect the school. We acknowledge that as this letter is disseminated, government 

authorities will be making new decisions and new announcements. The School realises that there will need to be 

a flexibility in its response as more information becomes available.  

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Graeme Jolliffe 

Principal 


